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When*a*medical*treatment*promises*immortality,*a*religious*family*
is*torn*apart…*while*extremists*mount*a*deadly*response.*

 

 
T H E  S T O R Y  

 
Three years ago an experimental cancer treatment had an unexpected side effect: immortality. 
Some celebrate the discovery, others oppose it as defying God's will. When the treatment is made 
universally available, a group of extremists escalate the culture war into a bloody one. 
Now, two estranged sisters race to find their mother before the terrorists, while their father wrestles 
with how the rhetoric from his pulpit might be complicit with the mounting violence. 
 

W H Y  I T  R E S O N A T E S  T O D A Y  
 
When we began working on Beyond Methuselah, we never imagined how closely it would mirror the 
reality of 2026. As ideological divides continue to fracture communities, this film explores the 
dangers of division and the slippery slope of righteousness. What began as “what if?” has become 
“what next?” 
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S P E C S  &  C O N T A C T  
 

 

 

Title&
!

Beyond!Methuselah!
!

Format&
!

Digital!
!

Genre&
!

Sci4Fi!/!Drama!
!

Color&
!

Color!
!

Release&
!

2026!
!

Rating&
!

NR!
!

Runtime&
!

120!minutes!
!

Production&
Co.!

Doubtless!Dreamers!
!

Language&
!

English!
!

Country&
!

USA!
!

Aspect&Ratio&
!

16:9!
!

Sound&
!

Stereo!
!

Website! beyondmethuselah.com!
&

 

 

C O N T A C T ! General!Inquiries:!
info@doubtlessdreamers.com!!!

Press!inquiries!or!to!request!a!
screener!contact!Lori!Twichell!
lori@beyondthebuzzmarketing.com!  
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F R O M  P A G E  T O  S C R E E N  
 

 
This is a story I've been trying crack for over 20 years. Growing up in a religious family that 
included both ordained ministers and secular outcasts (the vestments worn by Simon in the film 
were my grandfather's) questions of faith and disbelief were always top of mind, but not in a way 
that was easily articulated.  
 
My first attempt was a farce about a preacher's son trying to get God's attention by building his own 
Tower of Babel… inside his stomach… made out of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. While Tim 
Robbins liked it enough to give me a handsome monetary prize for my efforts, I still hadn't told the 
story I was itching to tell. 
 
My second attempt was a more grounded comedy – a full length play about a concierge mall service 
that could install any belief the user selects (and an art restorer who defaces sacred paintings with 
phalluses). Some very talented actors in Texas did fine work with that play, but the itch remained 
unscratched. 
 
Both Babel Belly and The God Machine were enjoyable romps, but they focused too much on the 
wrong question (does God exist) rather than the more salient issue of how do we live in a world 
where that question cannot be answered. 
 
The breakthrough came not from within but from without when my wife and creative partner, April 
Grace Lowe, agreed to join me in my efforts to write BEYOND METHUSELAH, and became one of 
the film's two mothers.  
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April had three key insights: 
 

1) The film could not rely on the simple polarity of belief and disbelief. It required both 
spectrum, and someone who was outside it. April's work crafting the character of Morgan 
unlocked the heart of the film. 
 

2) If we wanted a modern parallel for how dogmatic righteousness can destroy families, 
individual freedom, and so easily become a slippery slope to violence and terror, there was 
a clear analogy to pull from: abortion.  
 

3) The ending… but to say more would be spoiling. 
 
And so what began as a story about what we believe became a story about how we can love… about 
how painstakingly difficult it is to maintain the bridges that connect us, and how terrifyingly easy it 
is to burn them all down. 
 
The film's second mother was Jamie Reneé Smith, who was a stalwart directing partner. A true 
actor's director in every sense of the word, Jamie helped shape the honest, nuanced, and heart-
breaking performances of the film.  
 
Thank you April and Jamie for helping me scratch this twenty year itch, and finally bring this story 
to life. 
 

- Craig Jessen 
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P R I N C I P A L  C A S T  
 

 

 April Grace Lowe 
Amy 
April Grace Lowe is an award-winning actor, writer, director and producer.  Her 
stage career spanned coast-to-coast, and included classics like Medea and 
Juliet. She is the writer and director of the breakout comedy Jaw Recorder: 
Confessions of a Romance Narrator, now streaming. 

 

 

 Angela Rysk 
Emma 
Angela Rysk is a stage, film, and voice actor whose film work includes cult 
classics like A Promise of Time Travel and Space Detective, and whose stage 
credits includes Of Mice and Men, Much Ado About Nothing, and Alice 
Through the Looking Glass.  

 

 

 Ken MacFarlane 
Simon 
Ken MacFarlane is an indie darling whose films include Caesar and Otto's 
Summer Camp Massacre, The Millennium Bug, Anabelle, and Empire 
Builders. Stage credits include Once Upon a Mattress, Dracula, Six Degrees of 
Separation, The Misanthrope, Enemy of The People, and Hamlet.  

 

 

 Cody Roberts 
Frederick 
Cody Roberts grew up in central Washington and earned his B.F.A. at Southern 
Oregon University. From there he worked as a Shakespearean actor, playing 
roles like Romeo, Benedick, and Feste. A prolific audiobook narrator of nearly 
400 books, Cody was nominated for an Audie for his work on Truman Capote’s 
The Grass Harp.  

 

 

 Darcy Silveira 
Morgan 
Darcy is a singer, actor, and voice-over artist. She has graced the stage for 
decades, with standout performances including The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, The Spitfire Grill, and the west coast premieres of Lili 
Marlene and Middle8. She stars in the upcoming film The End of Sex. 
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 Elaine Ackles 
Navarro 
Elaine Ackles originally thought she would become a singer, inspired in part by 
her mother, who sang and toured in the Philippines. Stage credits include Tea 
and Angel and Anything Goes. Film credits include Enséñame Como Morir 
(Show Me How to Die), This Kind of Love, Tag-ulan, and The Forgotten. 

 

 

 Todd-Christian Elliott 
Balder 
Todd-Christian Elliott has worked on stages from coast to coast, and screens 
both big and small. He has appeared on stage in Peter Pan, Zorro, The Three 
Musketeers, The Glass Menagerie, Twelfth Night, Romeo & Juliet, Hamlet, 
Into the Batcave, and Much Ado About Nothing. Film credits include Kittens in 
a Cage and The Man from Outer Space. 

 

 

 Jennifer Patino 
Maria 
Jennifer Patino’s work spans television, studio features, independent film, and 
theater. Her television credits include a recurring guest-star role on Swagger 
for Apple TV+, a guest-star turn on Amazon’s The Wilds, and appearances on 
FBI: Most Wanted, The Resident, Woke, 9-1-1, NCIS: New Orleans, Dynasty, 
Tell Me a Story, The Outsider, and Being Mary Jane. 

 

 

 Nate Geez 
Mike 
Nate Geez moves between screen work and audio-driven genre storytelling. 
Born and raised in Philadelphia, he moved to Los Angeles to attend school at 
the University of Southern California, graduated with a degree in journalism, 
and began his acting career after a brief stint as a rapper. He starred as Saul in 
the hit zombie podcast We’re Alive: A Story of Survival. 

 

 

 Joanna Churgin 
Gladys 
Joanna Churgin is a darling of LA theater, where her stage credits include The 
Tale of the Allergist's Wife, Six Degrees of Separation, The Farndale Avenue 
Housing Estate, Doubt, Ragtime, Blithe Spirit, Sister Mary Ignatius Expalisn it 
All for Us, Steel Magnolias, The Full Monty, Cavaret, All My Sons, and 
Thoroughly Modern Millie. 
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P R O D U C T I O N  T E A M  
 

 

Craig&Jessen!
Writer!/!Director 
Craig Jessen is an award-winning writer and director whose stories find dark humor 
and emotional tenderness in unexpected places.  
 
His debut feature, A PROMISE OF TIME TRAVEL, is a quirky tragicomedy in which a 
seemingly chance encounter draws a bookstore clerk into a plot to steal a time 

machine. His upcoming movie, THE END OF SEX, (adapted from his 2014 stage play) is a satire about a drug 
that can re-map sexual sensation… but leaves the topography of intimacy completely uncharted. 

 
A lifelong dramatist, Craig has also worked extensively on big and small stages. He hs directed Shakespeare, 
new works, and symphony collaborations. Notable productions include ROMEO AND JULIET (The SCV 
Space), MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING (The Attic Theatre), FEEDBACK by Jane Miller (the Lyric Theatre) 
and AMERICA'S JOURNEY (The Rogue Valley Symphony). 
 
As a playwright, his work has been performed across the country. Notable productions include FLOWERS 
UNTIL SUNRISE  (Intravenous Theatre in New York), PYLON (Portland Ensemble Theatre), BABEL BELLY 
(winner of the Tim Robbins Playwriting Award), ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS (commissioned 
by Southern Oregon University), THE END OF SEX (Vertigo Theatre, which The Oregonian hailed as "a sexy 
play with a big heart"), THE GOD MACHINE (Wordsmyth Theatre in Houston) MIDNIGHT REQUISITION 
(Skypilot Theatre in Los Angeles) and GHOSTLY (winner of the Chameleon Theatre New Play Contest, 
Minnesota).  
 
Craig serves as an adjunct faculty for Southern Oregon University’s Master of Theater Studies program, 
teaching playwriting, directing, and script analysis to theater educators from across the country. 

 

Jamie&Renée&Smith!
Director!
Jamie Renée Smith has been professionally acting since the age of six starring in 
blockbuster hits such as Dante's Peak and appearing in countless television shows such 
as True Blood, Weeds, 9-1-1, Better Things, Merry Happy Whatever to name a few.  

Jamie graduated from UCLA's school of Theatre, Film and Television in 2012 where 
she began her friendship and working relationship with Craig in which they were both 

cast in the same play and became instant friends for life.  

Jamie has directed a number of plays including Alan Ball's 5 Women Wearing the Same Dress (at Two Roads 
Theatre) and received acclaim for her direction of the one-act Johnny & Wilma from Renee Taylor and Joseph 
Bologna's famous one-acts produced at Orange Coast College.  

This is her first feature film in which she directed alongside Craig, the creative mastermind behind this 
thrilling story. In addition to directing, acting and producing, Jamie also privately coaches and trains actors at 
her studio in Burbank with countless client bookings under her helm. For more information about Jamie, visit 
her website at www.thejamiereneesmith.com. 
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April&Grace&Lowe!
Writer!/!Producer!
April Grace Lowe is an award-winning actor, writer, and producer, whose work is 
distinguished by emotional depth, authenticity, and a fearless commitment to 
storytelling.  

A Los Angeles native, she earned her BFA in performance from Southern Oregon 
University before moving to New York, where she co-founded the production company Doubtless Dreamers 
with her creative partner and husband, Craig Jessen. After relocating to Los Angeles in 2008, the duo 
expanded into audiobooks and independent film, building a body of work that includes the acclaimed sci-fi 
feature A PROMISE OF TIME TRAVEL, the award winning comedy JAW RECORDER: CONFESSIONS OF A 
ROMANCE NARRATOR, in which April won an award for best comedic performance. 

BEYOND METHUSELAH, which April co-wrote and produced, stands as a powerful reflection of April’s 
artistic voice and vision.  
 

Wieslaw&Pogorzelski!
Composer!
Wieslaw Pogorzelski has composed for film, radio, and ballet, and performed at the 
highest levels of chamber and orchestral music, with a decades-long career based in 
the Bay Area. He was co-founder of the New Century Chamber Orchestra, one of 
America’s notable conductorless string ensembles, and also a co-founder of Stratos, 
whose self-titled album was released by Warner Bros. His composing is infused with a 

distinctive blend of classical depth, cinematic atmosphere, and modern sonic texture. 
 

Matt&Guerra!
Associate!Producer!
Matt Guerra graduated from Cal Poly Pomona with a BA in theatre with an emphasis 
on acting. He was originally a Computer Science major until he took an intro to acting 
class and never looked back.  

Then he looked back and went back to school and got his Psy.D in Organizational 
Management and Consulting. 

Matt is thankful that he is a part of this production for the second time; It allows him to still be connected to 
performance and creativity. 
 

Jelena&Nik!
Associate!Producer 
With both parents having immigrated from Serbia, Jelena Nik grew up in a habitually 
loud and foreign household where lamb rotated on a spit in the front yard and guests 
were greeted at the door with a shot of slivovitz. Cultural traditions and community 
mattered. There was the Serbian Orthodox church. The folklore performance group. 
And Christmas was in January. Yes, they were the weirdos on the block. 

After Jelena began her career as an actress, appearing on shows like Modern Family, she quickly realized that 
with her not-so-modern family, she had a lot of unique stories to tell. Since graduating from USC with a 
degree in Film and Television Production, Jelena has channeled her past of otherness into projects that 
highlight and explore themes such as family and embracing who you are. She now works in production at 
Kapital Entertainment. 
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S U P P O R T I N G  C A S T  
 

!
Matt&Guerra&

Lee!

!
Russell&Guerra&

Cole!

!
Edwin&M.&Johnson&III!

Jeff!

!
Stephanie&Schulz!

Watson!

!
John&Hope!

Holt!

!
Julieth&Restrepo!

Blythe!

!
Travis&Lincoln&Cox!

Edgar!

!
Sandra&Sue&Smith!

Carmen!

!
Sara&Young&Chandler!

Harley!

!
Brent&Scott&Davis!

Ainsely!

!
Rob&Rota!

Bill!

!
Kelsey&Risher!

Martha!
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P R O D U C T I O N  S T I L L S  
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P R O D U C T I O N  S T I L L S  
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